FOUR        TALES        BY        Z   E   L   I   D   E

Parisian lady, said that the great cadogan and the
great curls were false. If my daughter had been a
little older she would have kept silence; at her
age and having on her head a real forest it was
natural enough to speak. Did you not maintain
with vivacity yesterday," I continued, addressing
myself to the Bernese, " that you had the largest
dog in the country? And you, my lord, did you
let us doubt that your horse was finer than this or
that gentleman's ? "

Cecilia, embarrassed, smiled and wept together.

" You are very good, mamma," she said, " to

take my part so warmly.   But at bottom I was in

the wrong; it would have been better if I had kept

silence.   I was Still out of humour."

" Sir," I said to the Bernese gentleman, " every
time that a lady appears jealous of the praises you
are bestowing on another, far from reproaching
her, thank her in your heart, and think yourself
flattered."

" I do not know," said my lord's relative, " if
there is much reason to be. Women desire to
please men, and men to please women; nature has
thus ordained it. That we should wish to profit
from the gifts we have received and not permit an
usurper to enjoy them at our expense, appears to
me so natural that I cannot see how it can be con-
sidered wrong. If another man were praised to
these ladies for something I had done, assuredly I
should say, ' It was L* Besides, there is a certain
spirit of veracity which, at the moment, does not
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